05/26/11 THU 11:3%1 FAX 2120836174 UN

1001

UNITED NATIONS g@:j NATIONS UNIES

FOSTAL ADDREES -~ ADRESEE POSTALE | UNITED NATIONS, NY widiy
CABLE ADDRESE - ADHESSE TELEGRAPHIOLUE : UNATIONS NEWYORK

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
CABIMNET BU SECRETAIRE GENERAL

HEFERENCE:

24 May 2011

Excellency,

The Secretary-General would be grateful if you could kindly forward the

enclosed letler to His Excellency Mr. Franco Frattini, Minister of Foreign Affairs
of the Italan Republic.
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Pleasc accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration, \\

A copy of the letter is attached for your information.

Rl a,

Vijay Nambiar
Chef de Cabinet

His Excellency

Mz, Cesare Maria Ragaglini

Permanent Representative of Haly
to the United Nations

New York
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THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

24 May 2011

Fixcellency,

As you kuow, I have been following with concern media reports of potential
flotillas to Gaza. I am asking all Governments concerned, particularly those with
maritime access to the Mediterranean, to use their influence to discourage such flotillas,
which carry the potential for escalation. I further call on all, including the Government
of Tstael, to act responsibly and with caution to avoid any violent incident.

I wish to express my belief that all assistance and goods destined to Gaza
should be channelled through legitimate crossings and established channels, 1recall
the statements of the Quartet on 21 June 2010 and the Ad Hoc Liaison Committee on
13 April 2011 in this regard.

While 1 believe that flotillas are not helpful in resolving the basic cconomic
problems in Gaza, I wish to reiterate that the situation there remains unsustainable.
I have urged the Government of Israel to take further meaningful and far-reaching
steps to end the closure of Gaza, within the framework of Security Council
resolution 1860 (2009). In particular, it is essential for the operation of legitimate
crossings to be adequate to meet the needs of the civilian population of Gaza.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

A Moo

BAN/Ki-moon

His Excellency

Mr, Franco Frattini

Minister for Foreign Affairs
of the Italian Republic

Rome
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